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Clegg with husband Ron at her retirement party.

Farewell to the amazing Bev Clegg

The Selkirk & District Community Foundation has atagline—Here for Good. Acouple of years
ago Executive Director Beverley Clegg gave a playful, yet serious, heads up to the board chair,
letting her know that Bev Clegg was here for good, but not forever.

And so this December, after 20 wonderful years as the face of the Foundation, Bev Clegg
retired.

For Deborah Vitt, current Foundation Chair, Clegg’s legacy will be in her genuine kindness
towards people and her caring for the communities the Foundation serves — Selkirk, the RM
of St. Andrews and the RM of St. Clements.

“Bev has had such a positive impact in our community, she has made donors and grant
recipients feel like they truly matter,” Vitt said.



“Her easy-going demeanor, compassion, respect and empathy truly make her stand out as
a leader in our community.”

Vitt solicited thoughts from previous board chairs about Clegg prior to her retirement party
on Dec. 3, and offered this fittingly famous quote, supplied by Aaron Martyniw.

"Maya Angelou said, ‘people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but
people will never forget how you made them feel.’ That’s our Beverley.”

Clegg’s last day was Dec. 11, and while she’d done a good job of keeping emotions at bay,
some began to trickle through as she spent her final hours in the office.

“These were my three words on the last day, overwhelming, weird and wonderful. | must have
said that half a dozen times that day,” Clegg said.

“When | left the building, my heart was heavy but not sad. It felt good but weird at the same
time.”

At her retirement party, she talked about her life with the Foundation and how it runs parallel
to her family life with husband Ron.

“The Foundation is my fourth child — Ron and | have adult children - Katherine, Mikael and
Janet,” Clegg said.

“And somewhere around Janet, she was about four, | thought it would be a good idea to have
a fourth — Ron said, ‘wait, how about a dog?’ We decided not a dog but a part-time job would
be perfect and that’s when the Foundation became my fourth child.”

Clegg became the public face of the Foundation. She’s always been quick to point out that
the Foundation has benefitted from the knowledge, commitment and dedication of
countless community members who stepped forward and worked to better all three
communities.

“l have always believed and say often the right leaders were in the right place at the right
time,” Clegg said.

The Foundation at 10-years-old really was still in its infancy and Clegg remembers then Chair
Gail Bodman calling her and offering her the executive director job. It was part time, one or
two days a week and involved receipting donations, preparing thank-you letters, preparing
for board meetings and supporting the board through the granting process.

“Believe me that has changed a lot,” Clegg laughed.



“The Foundation now has one part-time and three full-time employees and a freelance
communications guru...our team is busy every day of the week.”

At the retirement party, three friends and colleagues were asked to say a few words about
Clegg.

Shirley Muir, a former SDCF board member and friend of Clegg’s, said they first met while
working together on the Western Canada Summer Games, hosted by Selkirk, Gimli,
Beausejour and Stonewall in 2003. Muir credits Clegg for teaching her about sports and
hosting a large event and she was quite immediately impressed with her new friend.

“Bev had a very deep understanding of sport and athleticism...she already had this deep,
rich recreation and sporting life, which | did not have, and she taught me a great deal about
all the moving parts of a major event,” Muir said.

“One of the most important things she imparted to me was what kind of great experience we
were going to give hundreds of children from Western Canada when they came to Selkirk and
they were going to have sporting experiences and memories that they were going to
remember all their life...From that short experience | walked away thinking, ‘this Bev Clegg is

 rn

amazing’,”.

Ken Kuryliw, Director of Library Services for the Gaynor Family Regional Library, has had a
close working relationship with the Foundation and with Clegg. The library is bustling and on
the verge of expansion that will allow more space for young readers.

For Kuryliw, the success of the library is due to many connections, and the Foundation/Clegg
link is crucial.

“It’s amazing what this community does together, and it’s thanks in large part, for me, that
Bev’s early leadership, saying yes, this community comes together, and she’s been a
champion and | think the library and Foundation partnership has been amazing,” he said.

Gord Henrikson, former Foundation Chair, recalled the time when his friend Bev asked him
to lunch to talk about becoming a non-board member on the Foundation’s granting
committee. He admitted he didn’t know much about the Foundation at that time, but by the
end of lunch he had agreed and was very intrigued by the organization.

“To say that she was committed to and passionate about the Foundation would be an
understatement. | have always said the quickest way for a person to understand the
purposes of the Community Foundation is through the granting committee,” Henrikson said.

“Take it from me, as a kid who brought home 12 years of report cards, many of them stating
that ‘Gord gets along well with others but could apply himself more in class,’ | need all of the
help understanding things that | can get. Bev was always available and willing to walk me



through any questions that | had about the workings and the mechanics of the Foundation.
A good teacher, and again, always demonstrated the commitment and passion she has for
the Foundation.”

Fast forward to Dec. 18, and Bev Clegg has had just a wee bit of time to unwind and maybe
let it start to sink in. There have been social media posts of a hand holding a coffee cup
outstretched to reveal the view of the waterfront at the Clegg cabin and sightings of her
around town. Word on the street is she’s looking good.

“l ran into Michele (Polinuk) and she said, ‘oh you’re just glowing,’ and | said, ‘yeah but I’'ve
got three sweaters and a big parka on,” Clegg laughed.

“But | have been smiling, | really have. It feels good all around for so many reasons -
fulfillment, and the Foundation is in a fantastic spot, all those things.

“When Meredith (Boerchers, new Executive Director) came to the Foundation we had a
sense that she was going to be marvelous, we’ve been calling her Marvelous Meredith and it
just got better and better. | know the Foundation is in such good hands with staff and the
leadership. Again, the perfect person at the right time.”

Congratulations Bev Clegg! Wishing you all the best in your well-deserved retirement!



